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From: DUNN, MICHAEL F. JR. [mfdunn@wcasd.k12. palgﬁ] JUN - -4 P I 50
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 8:17 AM

To: jbuckheit@state.pa.us INDEPENDENT REGULATORY

Cc: Fell, Deborah R’V" CO\«Q?\G O“

State Board of Education

ATTN: James Buckheit, Executive Director
333 Market St.

Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333

Re: Proposed Chapter 4 Regulations Graduation Competency Assessments

Dear Mr. Buckheit:

I am a teacher of special education students: Although the proposed regulations allow IEP teams to
exempt students from the requirement that they score Proficient on the GCAs or PSSAs in order to
graduate, the regulation does not exempt them from taking the GCAs. Please bear in mind the following
as you further deliberate on this issue:

e  Special education students would be harmed as resources are diverted to the unnecessary task of
getting regular education students ready to score Proficient on more standardized tests. (If a class
has 20 regular education students who will not graduate unless they score Proficient, and five
IEP students who will graduate whether or not they score Proficient, the pressure to focus
attention on the 20 regular education students will be extreme.)

e This would very likely cause a flood of students attempting to get into special education as a
way to avoid the GCA requirement, taking time and resources from the children who truly need
special education services.

e  Although the proposed regulations allow IEP teams to exempt special education students from
scoring proficient to graduate, it does NOT provide for special education students to be
exempted from taking the tests. If you are a parent of one of the many children who become
emotionally distraught from taking standardized tests that are far divorced from their instruction,
or a special education teacher who sees first-hand the impact these tests have, tell the State Board
that more standardized tests are not harmless. Your children suffer emotionally and academically
(as it often takes days or weeks for students to settle down from the trauma and start to learn
again).

e  There are too many unanswered questions. For example, what if a specml education child does
not take Algebra I and 11?7 Will he still be required to take those GCAs? There is nothing in the
proposed regulations that would exempt him from having to take them. If they do take a GCA
and fail it, will they have to take remediation in that subject, even though they don’t need to
score proficient to graduate? The regulations aren’t clear on this.

These millions of dollars could be far better spent to help students: parental involvement programs,
smaller class sizes in the younger grades, tutoring and summer school programs, etc. Ask them not to
waste the money on more standardized testing when we already have the PSSAs.

What is going to happen to the students who drop out because they feel sure they won’t graduate if they
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have to score Proficient on these standardized exams, or who just haven’t scored proficient on all of
them by the end of their senior year? Will they be out on the street? Will they be prevented from goihg
on to college without a high school diploma even if they can pass the college entrance exams? Will they
be unable to get a decent job without a high school diploma, even though they have proven over 12
years of education that they reliably came to school every day, reliably did their homework, reliably
worked as a team where appropriate, reliably researched and wrote in clear, understandable language?
Aside from the disastrous personal cost to the student, what are the costs to the community in coping

with these struggling young people?.

Furthermore, I don’t think that we want to enter a high-st_akes testing format that would mimic the New
York State Regents Exams. Far too many students

Mike Duorn

Special Education Department
B. Reed Henderson High School
400 Montgomery Avenue

West Chester, PA 19380
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